Foreman 



Memphis (UP®;^ Housi^f 
attorney Percy Roieman — j£ 
slowed by a bout with influenza '* 
and pneumonia — conferred with- 
|his cUent, James Earl Rav 
Tuesday and indicated he will, 
gtake the lead in preparing Ray’s, 
^)defensc.. j ' 


Foreman said he “got up from 
l^bcd with the flu” to fly to Mem- 
‘^his where Ray is jailed await- 
vhng trial March 3 on charges of 
^urdering Dr. Martin Luther 
gKing Jr. 

^ foreman declined to confirm 
.t^rcporls that he would subpoena 
Jthc Rev. James L. Bevel, a di-l 
f rector of the Southern Christian |‘ 
^Lcaclei*ship Conferee, who:* 
:r|telegrammed Hay^ast week!* 
iioffering to defend him free of 
^charge. ; , 

^ H6wcver, records iji the Cri-^ 

I jminal -Court Clerk^s Office,! 
showed that Ray’s former coun-j 
scl, Artliur J. Hanes Sr., Bir- ’ 
mingham, had subpoenaed Bevel' 
Oct. 28 for his appearance at the 
jCarlier trial date Nov. 12. 

I Bevel, who said he was ”on 
'the ground” outside the Lorraine 
/Motel when King was struck by 
M sniper’s rifle bullet on the 
^Lorraiiie balcony, declared last • 
l^wcek he possessed “evidence”'* 
[^proving Ray’s innocence. 

^ ^Bevel’s telegram to Ray con- 
deluded, “Of course, I know you 
Rare not guilty.” 

,^;A Criminal Court Clerk’s 
j'ySpokcsman said tlie subpoena to 
^evcl was accompanied by a 
Wy of Criminal Court Judge W. 
^Rrestem Battle’s order forbidding 
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